TO  ERR  IS  HUMAN,  TO  FORGIVE  DIVINE 


NEW- YORK, %iATrRDAyf^ APRIL  30,  1825 


IMUSSRA  •  before  he  was  born,  the  peculiar  privileges 

promised  to  the  seed  of  Abraham. 

In  the  distribution  of  his  favours,  the 
Almighty  giveth  no  account  of  bis  proceed¬ 
ings  ;  he  has  his  path  in  the  great  waters, 
and  his  footsteps  are  not  known."  But  * 

«  And  Jacob  was  left  alone ;  and  there  wres-  however  inscrutable  the  ways  of  his  provi- 
aid  i  man  with  him  until  the  breaking  of  th,  ‘^at  the  judgment  of  ^ 

d‘#:  and  when  he  Saw  that  he  prevailed  not  »  according  to  truth,  the  Ju^e  of  M 

against  him,  he  touched  the  hollow  of  his  thigh ;  ‘j*!  Some.  tOe  diStil- 

.  ,  US  u-  u  ^  r-  •  .  guished  from  others  by  greater  favours, 

and  the  hollow  of  .lacobstbigh  was  out  of  joint  gi^n  mudi  will  be 

as  he  wrestled  with  him.  And  he  said,  Let  me  man  is  accepted^ccording* 

go,  for  the  day  break eth.  And  he  said,  I  will  what  he  hath,  and  not  according  to  f/k. 

not  let  thee  go,  unless  thou  bless  me.  And  he  whaAc  hath  not;  tor  thefe  is  no  respect 

said  unto  him,  What  is  thy  name  ?  And  he  said,  q|’  jpersons  with  God|||||l)ivihe  assistance 

Jacob.  And  he  said.  Thy  name  shall  be  c^led  is  gifrep  to  every  ma^^^Tometh  into  the 

no  more  Jacob,  but  Israel :  for  as  a  prince  hast  world,  sufficient  to  jHHiiim  in  the  path 

thou  ppwer  with  God  and  with  men,  and  hast  of  life  ;  and  irv  eveqBatlOn,  Tie  that  fear- 

prevailed.  And  Jacob  asked  him,  and  said.  Tell  eth  God  atid  worketh  righteousness,  is 

me,  I  pray  thee,  thy  name.  And  he  said,  accepted  oQum.  The  fdvOUrs  which  God 

Wherefore  is  it  that  thou  dost  ask  after  my  name?  bestowed  ^  his  £^)sen  pedple,  neither 

And  he  blessed  him  there.  And  Jacob  called  secured  their  own^  salvation,  nor  ex^ipded 

the  liSme  of  the  place  Peniel:  for  I  have  sc^.  others  from  it.  Eternal  life  ancnctoKiare 

Cod  face  and  my  life  is  preserved?-  set  every  men,  with  a  poi^^Bty  of 

And  as  he  passlS  Wer  ^niel  the  sun  ^se  attmiw^  4he  one,  avoiding  the Jther. 

upon  him,  and  he  halted  upon  Us  thigh.’  -Gch.  .  prvileges  are  gratu.to^  and 

,  do  not  decide  men’s  eternal  state;  in  the 

xixii.  24— ^i.^  -  , _  .  _  _ ’  .  . 


J%«  reiitarknble  Story,  of  wrestling  Jacoby  explain' 
ed  and  improvedy  in  a  lecture,  by  Abraham 
Scott. 
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he  was  rejected  because  of  his  profanentss,  down  the  divine  blessing  on  our  best  en- 
is  an  opinion  more  usetel  to  man,  and  hon-  deavours.  In  cases  where  nothing  can  be 
ourabk  to  Gt>d,  than  to  suppose  that  done,  we  are  to  stand  still  and  see  the 
his  profaneness  was  the  consequence  of  salvation  of  God ;  but  where  any  thing 
bis  rejection.  remains  in  our  power,  our  confidence  in 

After  Jacob  had  purchased  the  birth-  God,  and  our  expectations  from  him,  must 
right,  he  stood  in  need  of  his  father’s  always  be  accompanied  on  our  own  part 
prophetic  blessing  to  confirm  and  ex|gnd  with  the  use  of  every  prudential  expedient, 
his  privilege.  Such  a  benediction  the  After  JItcob  had  made  the  best  preparation 
patriarchs,  near  ihe  close  of  life,  were  in  his  power  for  meeting  his  angry  brother, 
inspired  to  bestow  on  their  descendants ;  he  had  recourse  again  to  the  Almighty  for 
and  this  extraordinary  benediction  Jaicobi|^his  protection.  And  in  order  that  he 
fraudulently  obtained,  by  persuading  Isaac,  might  engage  in  prayer  without  interrup- 


whose  eyes  were  dim,  that  he  was  his  very 
son  Esau  his  first-born.  For  this  fraud 
and  falsehood  he  needed  repentance,  and 
^deserv^d  chastisement :  accordingly  we 
find  that  this  improper  transaction  involv¬ 
ed  him  in  great  trouble  and  distress  :  Esau 
was  filled  with  the  keenest  resentment, 
ai^ resolved  to  slay  his  brother  Jacob. 

xo  avoid  the  wrath  of  his  brother,  Jacob 
fied  from  his  father’s  house,  and  from  his 
own  county,  and  resided  many  years  as 
an  exile  in  a  foreign  land,  where  he  had 
to  complain  that  the  drought  consumed 


tion,  he  sent  his  family,  at  the  approach 
of  night,  over  the  river  before  him.  And 
Jacob  was  left  alone  ;  and  there  wrestled 
a  man  with  him  until  the  breaking  of  the 
day.” 

2.  To  give  the  sense  of  this  passage, 
and  cause  it  to  be  understood,  it  will  be 
requisite  to  inquire,  who  the  person  was 
that  wrestled  with  Jacob,  and  what  was 
the  nature,  design,  and  issue  of  this  memo¬ 
rable  contest. 

(To  be  Continued) 


frost  by  night,  and 
is  eyes. 

wenty  years  in  this 
rous  family,  and 
and  he  set  off  to 


kindred;  but 
pk  received 


him  by  day,  and 
sleep  departed  fro 
After  he  had 
place  he  had  a 
large  flocks  and  her 
return  to  the  land  of  his 
While  he  was  on  the  way 
Information  that  his  brothe^  whom  he 
had  full  of  resentment,  was  coming 

to  mmVm  with  four  hundred  men.  No 
doubt^  Esau  had  these  men  armed,  and 
fully  prepared  to  execute  his  vengeance. 
This  news  filled  Jacob  with  consternation; 
he  could  neither  oppose  such  a  force,  nor 
see  a»y  way  for  his  escape ;  but  in  this 
extremity  he  had  recourse  to  God,  by 
prayer  and  supplication.  He  said, 

God  of  my  father  Isaac,  the  Lord  which 
saidst  unto  me.  Return  unto  thy  kindred, 
and  I  will  deal  well  with  thee;  deliver 
me,  1  pray  thee,  from  the  hand  of  m 
brother,  from  tlie  hand  of  Esau:  for 


SSLECT  VAaXSTZSS. 


MEMOIR  OF  JOSEPH  MAY  ALL. 


Joseph  Mayall,  the  subject  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  brief  memoir,  was  a  steady  member 
of  the  New  Methodist  Society  at  Mossley, 
for  seventeen  years,  several  of  which  he 
s|^nt  as  a  faithful  and  acceptable  class- 
leader  among  them.  He  was  born  the 
3rd  of  Feb.  1776,  at  Holts,  in  the  town¬ 
ship  of  Oldham,  county  of  Lancaster,  of 
parents  who,  though  moral  in  ^heir  out¬ 
ward  deportment^  yet  were  not  possessed 
of  saving  grace  until  a  few  years  preceding 
their  death  ;  which  event  occurred  some 
time  ago,  each  of  them  rejoicing  in  hope, 
and  steadfast  in  the  faith. 


Prior  to  his  conversion,  he  was, 


iJUrally  speaking,  regular  and  moral  in  his 
^Ronduct ;  not  blameless,  but  free  from  the 
fear  him,  lest  he  will  come  and  smite  me^ grosser  vices  which  disgrace  human  nature, 
and  the  mother  with  the  childr^”  Be-  The  way  by  which  he  was  first  led  to  see 
sides  prayer,  Jacob  made  use  of  the  most  himself  a  lost  undone  sinner,  without  an 
prudentiid  means  of  disarming  his  brother’s  interest  in  the  atonement  of  Christ,  was 
resentment.  He  selected  what  he  thought  through  a  coifrse  of  reading,  and  by  attend- 
the  most  acceptable  presents,  and  with  ing  to  hear  God’s  word  explained ;  and  a 


these  presents  he  sent  his  servants  to  ad¬ 
dress  Fsau  in  the  most  respectful  and 
suDoii^sive  language. 

Prayer  to  God  for  deliverance  is  not  to 
supersede  our  own  exertions,  but  to  bring 


rmon  preached  about  this  time,  by  the 
A.  Scott,  on  the  stony  ground 
”  ^ed  him  to  see  more  fully 


arer,' 


own  situation,  and  mourn 


sins  with  a  godly  sorrow.  Fro 


y  jgp 


w 
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I  time  he  was  more  in  earnest  in  the  means 
^  of  the  Lord’s  appointment,  in  reading  His 
holy  word,  and  in  prayer  ;  likewise  in  his 
attendance  on  class-meetings  (which  means 
he  ever  afterwards  recommended  both  by 
example  and  precept ;)  in  a  short  time  his 
sorrow  was  turned  into  joy.  One  day, 
whilst  at  his  employ,  he  felt  an  assurance 
in  his  mind,  that  God,  for  Christ’s  sake, 
had  blotted  out  his  sins  as  a  cloud,  and 
his  iniquities  as  a  thick  cloud,”  and  was 
enabled  to  say  Abba,  Father,  my  Lord, 
and  my  God.”  He  now  commenced  fami¬ 
ly  worship ;  daily  offered  a  sacrifice  of 
thanksgiving  and  prayer;  inculcating  the 
blessed  precepts  of  religion,  and  recom¬ 
mending  it  to  his  neighbours,  both  by 
example  and  conversation.  Nor  were  his 
labours  entirely  unsuccessful ;  for  he  lived 
to  see  several  of  his  own  children  walk  in 
the  ways  of  righteousness,  and  united  to 
the  same  church. 

Towards  all  the  brethren  of  the  society 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  he  bore  a  most 
cordial  and  truly  Christian  affection ;  he 
was  faithful  in  his  friendship,  and  steady 
in  his  principles,  which  he  avowed  with 
plainnesd,  sometimes  at  the  risk  of  offence ; 
though  to  be  personally  at  variance  he 
never  could  endure,  and  therefore  encour¬ 
aged  the  same  freedom  in  conversation 
which  he  used  himself.  His  zeal  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  interests  of  the  Sabbath  School 
was  very  conspicuous.  The  several  duties 
which  fell  to  his  lot  he  performed  with 
diligence  and  pleasure,  endeavouring  to 
instil  into  the  minds  of  the  children  such 
principles  as  were  calculated  to  make  them 
good  members  of  civil  sofciety,  and  lead 
them  to  God,  the  fountain  ol  all  happi¬ 
ness. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  blessings  our 
late  brother  enjoyed  in  church-fellowship 
and  in  his  family,  he  often  lamented  his 
imperfections,  for  he  was  frequently 
brought  into  heaviness  through  manifold 
temptations,  to  overcome  which  he  had 
recourse  to  that  Fountain  which  is  ever 
open  for  sin  and  unclennness.  In  his  last 
affliction,  which  was  of  a  violent  inflam¬ 
matory  filature,  the  grace  of  God  was  evi¬ 
dently  displayed,  and  he  bore  his  pain 
with  patience  and  resignation,  continuing 
to  manifest  his  love  and  attachment  to 
that  Saviour  who  sufl’ered  so  much  for 
him.  * 

^  During  his  indisposition  he  was  visited 
by  many  of  his  friends  and  shopmates, 
he  failed  not  to  warn  to  forsake  their 


evil  ways  and  thus  escape  from  the  wrath 
to  come ;  others  he  exhorted  to  cleave 
more  closely  to  Christ,  in  those  means  of 
grace  which  are  calculated  to  make  us 
grow  like  trees  of  righteousness,  planted 
of  the  Lord,  and  in  which  we  raa^  gather 
strength  to  enable  us  to  meet  the  blasts  of 
temptation.  When  he  was  unable  to  speak 
much,  he  desired  his  friends  to  converse 
together  on  religious  subjects,  observing, 
‘‘  now  you  are  a  help  to  me,”  and  when¬ 
ever  the  discourse  flagged,  he  would  ask, 
“Is  your  magazine  exhausted,  or  is  it  the 
treachery  of  your  memories  r”  To  a 
friend  who  one  day  visited  him  he  observ¬ 
ed,  “  It  has  been  a  delightful  task  for  me 
to  run  the  Lord’s  errands  whilst  health 
permitted  and  to  one  who  at  another 
time  was  assisting  him,  he  said,  “you  see 
it’s  well  to  have  somewhat  to  lean  upon,” 
and  repeated  those  words  of  the  poet, 

Jesus,  the  name  on  which  1  build.” 

Another  friend  observed,  “What  a 
blessing  it  is  you  have  religion  to  support 
you,  now  that  you  are  afflicted;”  He 
answered,  “  Yes,  but  if  1  had  it  now  to 
seek,  and  one  regular  train  of  thought 
would  bring  salvation,  1  could  not  obtain 
it.”  '  '  ^ 

Sunday,  the  I9th  of  October,  a  day 
never  to  be  forgotten  by  those  present, 
death  seemed  to  be  making  rapid  advances, 
and  many  witnessed  the  holy  triumph  of 
his  soul.  In  the  morning  he  desir^  bis 
friends  to  n  ad  several  hymns,  as  he  thought 
it  the  last  he  might  enjoy  on  earth  ;  like¬ 
wise  the  14th  chap.  St.  John’s  gospel,  and 
part  of  the  15th  chap.  Corinthians.  A 
friend  coming  in,  asked  him  how  he  was  ; 
he  replied,  “  Almost  dead.”  His  friend 
said,  “  What  a  blessing  it  is,  that  Christ 
is  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life !”  “  Yes,’^ 
he  observed,  “I  am  just  glorying  in  that 
doctrine.”  In  the  afternoon  he  wished  to 
have  his  family  together,  and  when  assem¬ 
bled,  like  the  patriarchs  of  old,  bestowed 
on  each  his  blessing,  and  advice  relative 
to  their  future  conduct  towards  each  other, 
their  mother,  their  friends,  and  the  church 
of  God.  The  scene  was  affecting  beyond 
description  ;  the  feelings  of  all  present 
were  overpowered,  his  alone  excepted, 
being  wrapt  in  the  confidence  of  hope. 

The  ensuing  night,  being  in  much  pain, 
and  ardently  desiring  to  be  released,  he 
exclaimed,  “  Oh  I  nature,  nature !  why 
dost  thou  not  yield  to  thy  superior and 
soon  after  broke  out  in  singing,  “Viud 
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Spark, &c>  It  was  in  the  course  of  the  was  formed,  they  assumed  the  appellatroii 
same  night  that  nature  made  an  unexpect-  of  Friends.  The  njinie  of  Quakers  was 
ed  effort,  and  being  greatly  relieved,  he  given  to  them  by  their  enemies,  and  though 
desired  those  present  to  kneel  down  and  an  epithet  ot  reproach,  seems' to  be  stamp, 
return  God  thanks.  From  this  time  some  ed  upon  them  indelibly.  George  Fox  is 
persons  entertained  a  faint  hope  of  his  supposed  to  be  their  first  founder;  but, 
recovery,  but  the  disorder  returning,  he  after  the  restoration,  Penn  and  Barclay 
gradually  sunk  under  its  fatal  effects.  gave  to  their  principles  a  more  regular 
Throughout  the  whole  of  his  sickness,  form, 
the  affairs  of  the  church  and  school  with  The  doctrines  of  the  society  have  been 
which  he  was  connected  seemed  to  engage  variously  represented;*  and  some  have 
much  of  his  attention,  and  he  would  fre-  thought  and  taken  pains  to  prove  them 
quently  inquire  with  respect  to  the  finish-  favourable  to  Sociiiianism.  But,  according 
ing  of  the  new  school  then  erecting,  to  the  to.  Penn,  they  believe  in  the  Holy  Three, 
completion  of  which  he  looked  forward  or  the  trinity  of  the  Father,  Word,  and 
with  pleasure ;  but  the  Lord,  who  sees  not  Spirit,  agreeable  to  the  Scripture.  In  re- 
as  man  sees,  prevented  him  from  behold-  ply  to  the  charge  that  they  deny  Christ  to 
ing  it  with  his  mortal  eyes,  for,  Nov.  1,  be  God,  Penn  says,  “that  it  is  a  most  un- 
1823,  the  day  before  the  school  opened,  true  and  uncharitable  censure — that  they 
he  entered  into  that  rest  which  is  reserved  truly  and  expressly  own  him  to  be  so  ac- 
for  the  people  of  God ;  exhibiting  to  the  cording  to  the  Scripture.”  To  the  objec- 
last  the  same  happy  and  heavenly  frame  tion  that  they  deny  the  human  nature  of 
of  mind.  In  our  departed  brother  his  wife  Christ,  he  answers,  “We  never  taught, 
lost  an  affectionate  husband,  his  children  said,  or  held  so  gross  ji  thing,  but  believe 
a  tender  parent,  and  the  whole  church  a  him  to  be  truly  and  properly  man  like  us, 
faithful  friend.  His  death  was  improved,  sin  only  excepted.”  The  doctrines  of  the 
together  with  that  of  two  other  departed  fall  and  of  the  redemption  by  Christ  are, 
saints  in  Christ,  by  brother  Halkyard,  according  to  him,  believed  firmly  by  them ; 
from  I  Cor.  xv.  56,  57.  “The  sting  of  and  he  declares  “that  they  own  Jesus 
death  is  sin,  and  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  Christ  as  their  sacrifice,  atonement,  and 
law;  but  thanks  be  to  God  which  giveth  propitiation.” 


us  the  victory,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.” 


As  there  appears  to  be  a  considerable  excite¬ 
ment  in  the  minds  of  (he  community  at  large, 


But  we  shall  here  state  a  further  account 
of  their  principles  and  discipline,  as  ex¬ 
tracted  from  a  summary  transmitted  to 
me  from  one  of  their  most  respectable 
members. 

They  tell  us,  that,  about  the  beginning 


and  amongst  the  Quakers  in  particular,  relating  of  the  seventeenth  century,  a  number  of 
to  certain  doctrines  said  to  be  advanced  by  men,  dissatisfied  with  all  the  modes  of  re- 
Elias  Hicks,  a  minister  of  that  Society,  which  ligious  worship  then  known  in  the  world, 
are  supposed  by  some  to  be  contrary  to  the  old  withdrew  from  the  communion  of  every 
and  estabtisbed  principles  of  that  people — w'e  visible  church  to  seek  the  Lord  in  retire- 
puhlish  the  following,  from  Buck’s  Theological  ment.  Among  these  was  their  honourable 
Dictionary,  for  the  benejit  of  all  interested;  c/r/er,  George  Fox,  who,  being  quickened 
that  when  they  hear,  they  may  also  compare  immediate  touches  of  divine  love, 

and  judge;  hoping  all  may  get  the  wisdom  not  satisfy  his  apprehensions  of  duty 

ivhich  cometh  from  above,  that  will  lead  into  dirc'c/ing  the  people  where 

all  truth.  M  aome  future  time,  we  may  also  V’  >nstructJon. 

r,  .  ,  ,  ,  I,.  1  j  ’^In  the  course  ot  his  travels,  he  met  with 

rerieic  the  volume  of  sermons,  lately  published,  *  i  •  •  • 

.  .  »  .  I  many  seeking  persons  in  circumstances 

similar  to  his  own,  and  these  readily  receiv- 
Quakers,  a  sect  which  took  its  rise  in  ed  his  testimony.  They  then  give  us  a 
England  about  the  middle  of  the  seven-  short  account  of  their  sufferings  and  differ- 
te  nth  century,  and  rapidly  found  its  way  ent  settlements ;  they  also  vindicate  Charles 
intoother  countries  in  Europe,  and  into  II.  from  the  character  of  a  persecutor; 
the  English  settlements  in  North  America,  acknowledging  that,  though  ihey  suffered 
Tht^  members  of  this  Society,  we  believe,  much  during  his  reign,  he  gave  as  little 
called  themselves  at  first  Seekers,  from  countenance  as  he  could  to  the  severities 
their  seeking  the  truth ;  but  after  the  society  of  the  legblature.  They  even  tell  us  that 


141 


he  exerted  his  influence  to  rescue  their 
friends  from  the  unprovoked  and  cruel 

Iiersecutions  they  met  with  in  New  £ng- 
and ;  and  they  speak  with  becoming  grati¬ 
tude  of  the  different  acts  passed  in  their 
favour  during  the  reigns  of  William  and 
Mary,  and  George  1.  They  then  proceed 
to  give  us  the  following  account  of  their 
doctrine. 

«  We  agree  with  other  professors  of  the 
Christian  name,  in  the  belief  of  one  eternal 
God,  the  Creator  and  Preserver  of  the 
universe;  and  in  Jesus  Christ  his  Son,  the 
Messiah  and  mediator  of  the  new  cove¬ 
nant,  Heb.  xii.  24. 

W  hen  we  speak  of  the  gracious  display 
of  the  love  of  God  to  mankind,  in  the  mi¬ 
raculous  conception,  birth,  life,  miracles, 
death,  resurrection,  and  ascension  of  our 
Saviour,  we  prefer  the  use  of  such  terms  as 
we  find  in  Scripture ;  and  contented  with 
that  knowledge  which  divine  wisdom  hath 
seen  meet  to  reveal,  we  attempt  not  to 
explain  those  mysteries  which  remain 
under  the  veil ;  nevertheless  we  acknow¬ 
ledge  and  assert  the  divinity  of  Christ,  who 
is  the  wisdom  and  power  of  God  unto  sal¬ 
vation,  1  Cor.  i.  24. 

To  Christ  alone  we  give  the  title  of 
the  Word  of  God,  John  i.  1.  and  not  to 
the  Scriptures,  although  we  highly  esteem 
these  sacred  writings,  in  suborctinarioii'  to 
the  Spirit,  2  Pet.  i.  21.  from  which  they 
were  given  forth ;  and  we  hold  with  the 
apostle  Paul,  that  they  are  able  to  make 
wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith,  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus,  2  Tim.  iii.  15. 

We  reverence  those  most  excellent 
precepts  which  are  recorded  in  Scripture 
to  have  been  delivered  by  our  great  Lord  ; 
and  we  firmly  believe  that  they  are  practi¬ 
cable,  and  binding  on  every  Christian  ; 
and  that  in  the  life  to  come  every  man 
will  be  rewarded  according  to  his  works, 
Matt.  xvi.  27*  And  further;  it  is  our  be¬ 
lief,  that  in  order  to  enable  mankind  to 
put  in  practice  these  sacred  precepts, 
many  of  \»hich  are  contradictory  to  the 
unregenerate  will  of  man,  John,  i.  9.  every 
may  cpming  into  the  world  is  endued  with 
a  measure  of  the  light,  grace,  or  good 
Spirit  of  Christ ;  by  which,  as  it  is  attend¬ 
ed  to,  he  is  enabled  to  distinguish  good 
f^om  evil,  and  to  correct  the  disorderly 
pistons  and  corrupt  propensities  of  his 
nature,  which  mere  reason  is  altogether 
jnsufflcient  to  overcome.  For  all  that  be- 
longi  to  man  is  fallible,  and  within  the 
reach  of  temptation ;  but  this  divine  grace, 


which  comes  by  him  who  hath  overcome 
the  world,  John,  xvi.  33.  is,  to  those  who 
humbly  ^d  sincerely  seek  it,  an  all-sdffi- 
cient  and^resent  help  in  time  of  need.-^ 
By  this  the  snares  of  the  enemy  are  detect¬ 
ed,  his  allurements  avoided,  and  deliverance 
is  experienced  through  faith  in  its  efiectual 
operation ;  whereby  the  soul  is  translated 
out  of  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  and  from 
under  the  power  of  Satan,  unto  the  marvel¬ 
lous  light  and  kingdom  of  the  Son  of  God. 

Being  thus  persuaded  that  man,  with¬ 
out  the  Spirit  of  Christ  inwardly  revealed, 
can  do  nothing  to  the  glory  of  God,  or  to 
effect  his  own  salvation,  we  think  this  in¬ 
fluence  especially  necessary  to  the  per¬ 
formance  of  the  highest  act  of  which  the 
human  mind  is  capable ;  even  the  worship 
of  the  Father  of  lights  and  of  spirits^  in 
spirit  and  in  truth :  therefore  we  consider 
as  obstructions  to  pure  worship,  all  forms 
which  divert  the  attention  of  the  mind 
from  the  secret  influence  of  this  unction 
from  the  Holy  One,  1  John,  ii.  20,  27* 
Yet,  although  true  worship  is  not  confined 
to  time  and  place,  we  think  it  incumbent 
on  Christians  to  meet  often  together,  Heb. 
X.  25.  in  testimony  of  their  dependence 
on  the  heavenly  Father,  and  for  a  renewal 
of  their  spiritual  strength  ^  nevertheless, 
in  the  performance  of  worship,  we  dare 
not  depend  for  our  acceptance  with  him 
on  a  formal  repetition  of  the  words  and 
experiences  of  others ;  but  we  believe  it  to 
be  our  duty  to  lay  aside  the  activity  of  the 
imagination,  and  to  wait  in  silence  to  have 
a  true  sight  of  our  condition  bestowed 
upon  us;  believing  even  a  single  sigh 
(Rom.  vii.  24.)  arising  from  such  a  senseSof 
our  infirmities,  and  of  the  need  we  have  of 
divine  help,  to  be  more  acceptable  to  God 
than  any  performances,  however  specious,^ 
which  originate  in  the  will  of  man. 

‘‘From  what  has  been  said  respecting 
worship,  it  follows  that  the  ministry  w'e 
approve  must  have  its  origin  from  the 
same  source ;  for  that  which  is  needful  for 
man’s  own  direction,  and  for  his  accept¬ 
ance  with  God,  Jer.  xxiii.  30,  to  32,  must 
be  eminently  so  to  enable  him  to  be  helpful 
to  others.  Accordingly  we  believe  that 
the  renewed  assistance  of  the  light  and 
power  of  Christ  is  indispensably  necessary 
for  all  true  ministry ;  and  that  this  holy  in¬ 
fluence  is  not  at  our  command,  or  to  be 
procured  by  study,  but  is  the  free  gift  of 
God  to  chosen  and  devoted  servants. 
Hence  arises  our  testimony  against  preach¬ 
ing.  for  hire^  in  contradiction  to  Christ’s 
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positive  command^  ^Freely  ye  have  re¬ 
ceived,  freely  give,^  Mat.  x.  8.  and  hence 
our  conscientious  refusal  to  support  such 
ministry  by  tithes,  or  otlier  means. 

As  we  dare  not  encourage  any  minis¬ 
try  but  that  which  we  believe  to  spring 
from  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  so 
neither  dare  we  attempt  to  restrain  this 
influence  to  persons  of  any  condition  in 
life,  or  to  the  male  sex  alone;  but,  as 
male  and  female  are  one  in  Christ,  we 
allow  such  of  the  female  sex  as  we  believe 
to  be  endue  1  with  a  right  qualification  for 
the  ministry,  to  exercise  their  gifts  for  the 
general  edification  of  the  church  ;  and  this 
liberty  we  esteem  a  peculiar  mark  of  the 
Gospel  dispensation,  as  foretold  by  the 
prophet  Joel,  Joel,  ii.  28,  29.  and  noticed 
by  the  apostle  Peter,  Acts,  ii.  l6,  l7. 

(To  be  Continued.) 


PERSECUTION  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

Many  of  our  readers  are  perhaps  not 
aware  that,  last  January,  the  Council  of 
State  for  the  Protestant  Canton  de  Vaud, 
published  at  Lausanne  a  most  intolerant 
Arrete  or  Proclamation  against  a  few 
pious  people,  Momiersy  who  met  for  divine 
worship  at  their  own  houses,  rather  than 
attend  the  cold  orthodox  ministrv  of  the 
pastors  of  Canton.  It  was  conceived  in 
the  very  spirit,  and  expressed  almost  in 
the  language  of  popish  persecutors.  Ex¬ 
postulations  have  been  offered  by  English 
ministers,  both  of  the  established  and  dis¬ 
senting  churches,  but  we  regret  to  find 
without  effect,  for,  by  information  lately 
received  from  Geneva,  we  are  grjeved  to 
learn  that  in  the  Canton  de  Vaud  two 
ministers  have  been  recently  tried  and 
condemned  to  three  years  banishment  for 
reading  the  Scriptures  to  a  f etc  friends  in 
their  own  houses  ! 


INATTENTION  REPROVED. 

The  late  Rev.  W.  Romaine  was  visited 
by  a  person  in  distress,  who  presented  a 
petition  for  relief. — He  returned  it  without 
reading.  The  person  replied,  ‘  Your  Mas¬ 
ter,  Sir,  who  knows  my  case,  would  have 
treated  me  with  greater  tenderness.’  Mr. 
R.  felt  the  force  of  the  reproi>f — took  the 
paper,  and  after  perusing  its  contents, 
granted  the  favour  requested. 


LIBERALITY  OF  SENTIMENT- 

Dr.  H- - ,  Bishop  of  W - ,  had  ob¬ 

served  among  his  hearers,  a  poor  man 
remarkably  attentive,  and  made  him  some 
little  presents.  After  awhile,  he  missed 
his  humble  auditor,  and,  meeting  him, 
said,  ‘John,  how  is  it  that  1  do  not  see 
you  in  this  aisle  as  usual  ?’  John,  with 
some  hesitation,  replied,  “  My  lord,  I  hope 
you  will  not  be  offended,  and  I  will  tell 
you  the  truth.  I  went  the  other  day  to 
hear  the  Methodists,  and  I  understand 
their  plain  words  so  much  better,  that  I 
have  attended  them  ever  since.”  The 
bishop  put  his  hand  into  his  pocket,  and 
gave  him  a  guinea,  with  words  to  this 
effect :  ‘  God  bless  you  !  and  go  where 
you  can  receive  the  greatest  profit  to  your 
soul.’  — 

SCRIPTURE  SUBLIMITY. 

A  gentleman  of  learning  and  taste, 
observing  Dugald  Buchannan,  (a  catechist 
and  school  master,  employed  by  the  So¬ 
ciety  for  propagating  Christian  knowledge,) 
in  his  parlour,  at  Kinloch-Rannach,  read¬ 
ing  these  lines : 

“  The  cloud-clapt  towers,  the  gorgeous  palaces, 
The  solemn  temples,  the  great  globe  itself, 

Yea,  all  which  it  inhabit,  shall  dissolve,  ^ 
And,  like  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision. 

Leave  not  a  wreck  behind  ” 

Asked,  Did  you  ever  read  such  sublime 
lines  before  ?  He  replied,  “  Yes,  I  have 
a  book  at  home  in  which  is  a  more  sublime 
passage.  The  words  are,  “  I  saw  a  great 
white  throne,  and  Him  that  sat  on  it,  from 
whose  face  the  earth  and  the  heavens  fled 
away,  and  there  was  found  no  place  for 
them.”  The  gentleman  replied,  “  Why 
Sir,  that’s  in  the  Bible.  I  must  confess  it 
is  very  sublime,  though  till  now  1  attended 
not  to  its  beauty.” 

VISITING  THE  SICK. 

In  every  thing  said  to  sick  persons,  we 
ought  to  keep  three  things  steadily  in  view; 
the  influence  which  it  may  have  on  the 
person,  if  dying ;  the  influence  which  it 
may  have  on  him,  if  he  should  recover ; 
and  the  influence  which  it  may  have  upoi^ 
persons  in  health,  who  are  about  him. 

REPROOF. 

It  is  generally  best  that  reproofs  be 
given  in  secret,  and  kept  secret ;  for  this 
will  give  them  a  strong  appearance  of 
softness  and  meekness,  will  shew  a  tender¬ 
ness  to  the  person’s  reputation^  and  by' 
this  means,  will  gain  upon  him. 
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A  HINT  TO  MINISTERS. 

It  was  once  remarked  to  a  minister, 
late  in  the  Methodist  Connexion,  that 
several  of  th(^  local  preachers  belonging  to 
a  circuit  in  which  he  travelled,  had  said, 
that  their  talents  were  not  to  awaken  and 
rouse  careless  and  impenitent  sinners,  but 
to  build  up  believers  in  the  faith.  The 
man  of  God  took  occasion  to  preach  a 
sermon  on  the  subject,  in  which  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  prove  that  such  reasoning  was  too 
frequently  used  as  an  apology  for  the  loss 
of  the  real  life  and  power  of  God  in  the 
preacher’s  soul.  He  remarked,  that  al¬ 
though  some  preacher’s  might  have  a 
peculiar  talent  for  comforting  and  edifying 
believers,  yet  that  Christ’s  true  Servants, 
whom  he  sent  out  into  the  vineyard,  could 
do  all  sorts  of  work.  They  could  plough, 
dig,  plant,  sow,  water,  &c.  and  he  earnest¬ 
ly  entreated  the  preachers  not  to  rest 
satisfied  without  seeing  the  fruits  of  their 
labours  in  the  awakening  and  conversion 
of  sinners.  The  same  holy  man  of  God, 
speaking  of  ministers  who  have  lost  the 
savour  of  piety,  observes,  “  They  are  fit 
for  nothing,  neither  for  the  church  nor  the 
world.  However  eloquent  their  preaching, 
it  is  good  for  nothing.  They  will  neither 
season,  nor  preserve  from  ruin :  in  short, 
they  will  not  profit  the  people.  Ministers, 
at  a  certain  period,  may  have  been  really 
called  of  God  ;  but  in  consequence  of  hav¬ 
ing  lost  their  savour,  they  are  not  now  ac¬ 
knowledged  of  him.  It  is  to  be  feared 
this  is  the  case  with  numbers,  even  among 
the  Methodists  who  remain  in  the  circuits 
for  a  piece  of  bread.  Single  handed,  such 
ministers  will  be  of  no  service,  and  to  mix 
them  with  other  Ministers  they  are  good 
for  nothing  but  to  be  cast  out,  and  trodden 
under  foot  of  men.  Yet  we  have  no  rule, 
no  law  in  Methodism  to  exclude  or  remove 
those  who  have  lost  their  savour.  This 
makes  me  weep  in  secret,  and  1  can  only 
say,  ‘Lord  save^us,  or  we  perish.’” 

ANECDOTE. 

The  famous  Mr.  Brindley,  when  any 
extraordinary  difficulty  occurred  to  him 
in  the  execution  of  his  works,  generally 
retired  to  bed,  and  has  been  known  to  lie 
tlmre  one,  two  or  three  days,  till  he  has 
surmcHinted  it.  He  would  then  get  up, 
amf execute  his  design  without  any  draw¬ 
ing”  or  model,  for  he  had  a  prodigious 
memory,  and  carried  every  thing  in  his 
bead. 


VOBV&T. 


NIGHT. 

BY  JAMES  MOKTGOMERT,  ESQ. 

Night  is  the  time  for  rest; 

How  sweet  when  labours  close. 

To  gather  round  an  aching  breast 
The  curtain  of  repose: 

Stretch  the  tired  limbs,  and  lay  the  head 
Upon  our  own  delightful  bed ! 

Night  is  the  time  for  dreams ; 

The  gay  romance  ot  life, 

When  truth  that  is  and  truth  that  seems 
Blend  in  fantastic  strife ; 

Ah  !  visions  less  beguiling  far 

Than  waking  dreams  by  daylight  are !  ' 

Night  is  the  time  for  toil; 

To  plough  the  cla  sic  field, 

Intent  to  find  the  buried  spoil 
Its  wealthy  furrows  yield ; 

Till  all  is  ours  that  sages  taught, 

That  poets  sang,  or  heroes  wrought- 

Night  is  the  time  to  weep ; 

To  wet  with  unseen  tears 
Those  graves  of  memory  where  sleep 
The  joys  of  other  years ; 

Hopes  that  were  angels  in  their  birth. 

But  perish’d  young, like  things  on  earth! 

Night  is  the  time  to  watch  ; 

On  Ocean’s  dark  expanse, 

To  hail  the  Pleiades,  or  catch 
The  full  Moon’s  earliest  glance, 

That  brings  unto  the  home-sick  mind 
All  we  nave  lov’d  and  left  behind. 

Night  is  the  time  for  care  ; 

Brooding  on  hours  mis-spent. 

To  see  the  spectre  of  Despair 
Come  to  our  lonely  tent ; 

Like  Bnitus  midst  his  slumbering  host, 
Startled  by  Cassar’s  stalwart  ghost. 

Night  is  the  time  to  muse ; 

Then  from  the  eye  the  soul 
Takes  flight  and  with  expanding  view's 
Beyond  the  starry  Pole, 

Descries  athwart  th’  abyss  of  night 
The  dawn  of  uncreated  light. 

Night  is  the  time  to  pray ; 

Our  Saviour  oft  withdrew 
To  desert  mountains  far  away, 

So  will  his  followers  do; 

Steal  from  the  throng  to  haunts  untrod. 
And  hold  communion  there  with  God. 

Night  is  the  time  for  death ! 

When  all  around  is  peace. 

Calmly  to  yield  the  weary  breath, 

From  sin  and  suffering  cease : 

Think  of  Heaven’s  bliss  and  give  the  sign. 
To  parting  friends— each  deaUi  be  mine! 
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DOMESTIC. 


A  man  in  the  third  stoiy  of  No.  46  Chatham- 
street,  was  showing  a  pistol  to  a  friend ;  not 
knowing  it  was  loaded,  he  pulled  the  trigger, 
and  two  balls  were  discharge,  which  entered 
the  window  of  a  house  opposite,  in  which  were 
several  ladies  sitting,  and  a  ball  entered  the  leg 
of  Miss  Ferris,  of  Stamford,  Con.  just  below  the 
knee :  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  extracted  with¬ 
out  amputating  the  leg. 

The  New-York  Religious  Tract  Society  have 
printed  the  last  year,  750,000  tracts,  and  put  in 
circulation,  600,000. 

The  East-India  Company,  of  England,  have 
appointed  agents  in  Montreal  for  their  teas,  and 
two  ships  are  expected  in  Quebec,  in  May  or 
June. 

A  large  ship  is  now  building,  hear  Quebec, 
which  measures  300  feet  on  deck,  60  feet  beam, 
hold  36  feet  deep,  and  will  register  five  thousand 
and  fifty  tons. 

A  case  of  a  breach  of  promise  of  marriage, 
between  two  coloured  people,  Phillis  and  Cuff, 
was  tried  before  a  justice  in  Ulster  county,  last 
week,  and  the  jury  brought  in  ten  dollars  and 
costs  in  favour  of  Phillis. 

A  Mrs.  Keller,  in  Pensylvania,  on  tb  '  8th  inst. 
was  delivered  of  thru  sons,  all  of  whom  are 
likely  to  do  well 

Four  hundred  and  fifty  rock  fish  were  taken 
in  the  Potomac  lately,  at  one  haul:  average 
weight  sixty  pounds  each. 

A  riot  took  place,  in  Hamburg,  Pa.  on  account 
of  a  runaway  slave  being  delivered  up  to  bis 
master,  from  Maryland.  The  blacks  attempted 
to  rescue  him  :  the  ringleaders  were  taken  up, 
and  twelve  committed  to  prison. 

The  corner  stone  of  a  new  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  Bleecker-street,  near  Broadway,  was 
laid  on  the  26th  inst. 

The  Bank  of  Plattsburgh  has  resumed  specie 
payments. 

II  is  recommended  to  bring  the  w-  ter  of  Saw 
Mill  river  into  this  city,  by  a  canal  seventeen 
miles  in  length,  to  be  made  water  proof,  to  pre¬ 
vent  all  wastage  of  water. 

Twenty-seven  pirates  recently  captured  by 
the  United  States  schooner.  Grampus,  have 
been  tried  at  St.  Thomas,  and  were  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted  last  week. 

Accounts  have  been  received  of  the  execution 
of  eleven  pirates,  t.<ken  by  the  above  schooner, 
at  Po  >  to  Rico.  The  chief,  Coprecenias,  refused 
to  be  blindfolded,  saying,  that  he  had  murdered 
three  or  four  hundred,  and  thought  by  this  time, 
he  ought  to  know  how  to  die,  and  that  he  wish¬ 
ed  to  see  how  they  managed. 

JVftv  buildings. — Mr.  James  Hardie,  having 
ascertained  the  number  of  buildings  erected  last 
year,  has  published  a  little  work,  useful  in 
many  tespects,  in  which  he  states — buildings, 
720  of  brick  and  stone,  503  brick  front, 
wood:  total  last  year,  1624.  Ninety-seven 
Churches  in  this  city,  and  130  ministers.  1600 
licensed  cartman,  100  Porters,  108  hackney 
coachmen,  2,100  taverns  and  grocery  stores.— 
428  Watchmen,  1286  Firemen,  &c. 


^  village  destroyed  by  a  cigar  — Elkton,  a  vil¬ 
lage  eleven  miles  west  of  Baltimore,  was  de¬ 
stroyed  on  the  22nd  inst.  by  a  boy  going  into  a 
stable  with  a  lighted  cigar,  which  caught  to 
some  hay,  which  spread  so  suddenly,  that  he 
could  not  save  even  the  horse.  Ihe  village 
contained  ten  houses,  and  nine  were  soon  lev¬ 
elled  with  the  ground — ruining  several  families. 
^  warning  to  careless  smokers. 

Messrs  Patterson  and  Hart  have  received  in 
four  days,  since  the  opening  of  the  Erie  canal, 
3,600  barrels  flour,  provision,  &c.  and  shipped 
them  for  New-York. 


MARRIED. 

On  the  lOth  inst.  by  Rev.  Mr.  Feltus,  George  W.  Gantz , 
to  Miss  Eliza  Williams. 

On  the  lath,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Spring,  Isaac  W.  Whitman,  of 
Nantucket,  to  Miss  Nancy  Jenkias,  oi  this  city 

On  the  20tk,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Berrian,at  Dotttebill,  N.  J.  Mr* 
James  Farrand,  of  this  city,  to  Miss  Matilda  Marsh,  of  the 
former  place 

On  the  21st,  at  Brooklyn,  by  Rev.  Mr.,  Woodhull,  Mr. 
Stephen  Van  Brunt,  of  this  city,  to  Miss  Mary  Oicott,  of 
that  place. 

On  Saturday  evening,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  ElijaR 
P.  Horton,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Pudney,  all  of  this  city. 

Sunday  evening,  by  the  same,  Mr.  John  G.  Walsh,  to 
Miss  .'^ophia  Ann  Augusta  Bunn. 

Same  evening,  by  Rev.  Thomas  Pitts,  Mr.  William  Valiar, 
to  Miss  Ann  Smith,  daughter  of  Mr.  Daniel  Smith,  all  of 
this  city. 

Tuesday  evening,  by  W  M.  Siilwell,  Mr.  Jacob  Grames 
to  Miss  Julia  Ann  Waterbury,  all  of  this  city. 

Same  evening,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dutton,  Mr.  Thomas* 
Davis,  to  Miss  Emeline,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Bayies,  of 
tliis  city. 

At  West-Farms,  on  the  20th  inst.  by  Rev.  Mr.  Wells,  Mr, 
Daniel  Stewart,  to  Miss  Eliza  Ferguson,  both  of  this  city. 


DIED. 


Sunday  evening.  Mrs.  Jane  Jockman,  aged  50. 

Same  evening,  Mr.  Abraham  Rapelye,  aged  21. 

Same  day,  Mr.  John  Bonner,  aged  33. 

On  Monday  evening,  Gen.  Matthew  Clarkson,  aged  67, 
he  was  ill  only  five  days ;  for  many  years  he  has  been 
President  of  the  .\ew-York  Bible  Society,  and  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  American  Bible  Society ;  and  since  its  formation 
has  regularly  attended  the  monthly  and  other  meetings  of 
the  Board,  filling  bis  station  with  dignity,  and  as  became 
the  Christian,  with  all  a^ability  and  attention. 

Same  evening,  Mrs.  Gulielma  M.  Jackson,  wife  of  Samuel 
D.  Jackson. 

Tuesday,  Mrs.  Mary,  wife  of  James  Clyde,  aged  54. 

Same  day,  Mr.  Thomas  Anderson,  in  the  SOth  year  of 
his  .age. 

Wednesday,  Mr.  Walter  Hughes. 

Same  day,  Edward  M.  son  of  the  late  William  J.  Clas  OB, 
Esq. 


Deaths  last  week  in  this  city  51 :  in  Philadelphia,  50. 

Aotice — W.  M.  Stilwell  will  remove  on  Monday,  to  108 
Cbrystie-Street,  near  Mr.  Feltus’s  Church. 


John  C.  Totten,  Priateri  No*  9  Beweir*.  * 


